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Ursuline monasteries in France/ monasteries which were
indeed to be swept away by the Revolution, but not before
they had given proof, in the spirit of their martyred nuns, of
a vigorous life that was to know a speedy resurrection. We
shall see how many of the scattered inmates gathered together
again in order to reopen their schools and to hand on intact
the tradition which was theirs by right of inheritance.

The Ursulines 2 were first introduced into France when
the Sisters of Christian Doctrine of Ulsk-sur-Sorgues, near
Avignon, adopted in 1 5 96 the Constitutions of the Ursulines
of Milan, that is, the Rule written by St. Angela Merici,
adapted and modified by St. Charles Borromeo. Soon a
number of monasteries with solemn vows and Papal en-
closure were founded all over France, the most important
being Paris (1612), Toulouse (1615), Bordeaux (1618),
Lyons (1619), Dijon (1619), Tulle (1621), Aries (1624),
Avignon (i637).3 Each of these monasteries drew up its
own constitutions. These, while differing in many un-
essential points, had a common likeness born of the spirit
of St. Angela4 which, together with the Rule of St.
Augustine, formed the basis of Ursuline life. When new
houses were founded from these first monasteries, they
adopted the constitutions of their Mother House, and thus
it was that those of Bordeaux and Paris, the two most
flourishing congregations, became well known. The
Ursulines* published in Paris in 1673, by Gilles

1 Aimaks, vol. i, p. 44.
*  Details very kindly furnished from the archives of the Mothet House of the
Roman Union of Ursulines, Via Nomentana, Rome, 193*.
'Ibid.
*  Hie Rfiglemens, Testament, and Counsels of St. Angela Merici were sources
of inspiration to all Ursuline monasteries.   (The two last may be read in the Spirit
of St. Angela, published in 1907 by the Ursulines of Brown County, Ohio, U.S.A.)
5 The Ttisgkmens were reprinted in the shop of Louis Josse, in 1705, and again
by TObaut-Landriot in 1845.   In both these editions, the letter of the Vicar-